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‘POWER BEING ABUSED BY MANAGERS’

Ancient
land
under
island

Fears Unizulu
may be ‘dead soon’

Ilanit Chernick
Thami Magubane

T

HE turmoil in the University of Zululand
was laid bare yesterday, leaving members
of the portfolio committee
on the higher education and
training feeling the university
would be “dead soon”.
The parliamentarians are
in the province to hold hearings on several troubled institutions of higher learning.
The University of Zululand
(Unizulu) has been implicated
in several scandals over the
past year, including allegations
that degrees are being sold and
that lecturers accept sex from
students to inflate marks.
At the hearing it emerged
that the unions and management are at each other’s
throats, management and
students are clashing over
SRC elections, while the university’s council accused the
department of colluding with
unions to undermine it.
The institution has failed to
shake off repeated allegations
that marks could be bought,
with new revelations that a
staff member was caught last
week changing marks to allow
Grade 12s entry to the university.
“The university is at risk of
losing its credibility. It cannot
be that it is a ‘write all, pass
all institution’. An institution
like that will be producing
doctors that are not qualified
and would be killing people,”

said a committee member.
Other portfolio committee
members said the prospects
were bleak.
“If you are in hospital in
ICU there are only two things
that could happen. You get better or you die, and this institution is not getting better. From
what I am seeing here today,
we can say that the university
is literally dying,” said a member, Sibongile Mchunu.

Bleak
Professor Nhlanhla Khubisa said, “This is a bleak picture. The spending of funds
(is) on furniture and the trips
(by the vice-chancellor) overseas. Power is being abused by
managers.”
Portfolio committee members listened in disbelief as
management and the National Education Health and Allied Workers Union (Nehawu)
openly accused each other of
wrongdoing.
There were strong divisions among students, as two
factions of the SRC appeared
before the committee – the SRC
elect, waiting to be inaugurated pending a court interdict,
and an SRC administrator
allegedly picked by the university. The groups were both
kicked out without making
verbal presentations after committee members expressed disgust at their behaviour.
Nehawu accused management of spending R35 million

in golden handshakes to dismiss staff and millions of rand
in employing unnecessary
private security on campus.
It said the university was
prioritising the employment
of administration staff instead
of academic staff, and had
spent millions on accommodation for senior staff.
The union also claimed the
council of the university was
dysfunctional. It urged the
committee and the minister to
intervene before the university
was closed down.
Vice-chancellor Xoliswa
Mtose did not deny that there
were poor relations between
management and unions, but
said some unions members
had reached out and they were
working on “mending fences”.
She said her life had been
in danger. She had been threatened and people had visited
her home on campus in balaclavas.
Cyril Gamede, chairperson
of the university’s council, defended the university, saying it
was not in “ICU”.
“Our financials are strong,
we were able to write our
exams on time last year.”
He, however, lashed out,
saying there were forces in
the unions that were collaborating with the department to
destabilise the institution,
and a “concerted effort” to
undermine the work that had
been done to change the university and force it to go under
administration.

Apple vs Trump

Drive-by shooter kills two outside school

NEW YORK: Apple is considering
taking legal action against US
President Donald Trump’s Muslim
ban, the Wall Street Journal
reported, citing chief executive Tim
Cook. The largest corporation in the
US would press the White House to
reverse the order.
Cook joins other Silicon Valley
executives in protesting against
the order which threatens to stem
the flow of immigrant talent to the
industry. – The Independent

NEW ORLEANS: US police say
a drive-by shooting has killed
two men outside a high school
during a basketball game.
Edna Karr High School’s
auditorium was at capacity
and was locked down for more
than an hour last night.
Police Superintendent
Michael Harrison said the
men were in a car after being
turned away from the game.
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He said the bullets apparently came from a silver sedan.
Harrison said one victim
died on the school lawn, the
other at a hospital.
School officials told local
media that one victim graduated from Karr two years ago.
Neither was a current student.
Both men had multiple bullet wounds, and will be identified after an autopsy. – AP

Minister in the Presidency Jeff Radebe, whose name was recently mentioned in connection with the ANC succession race, speaks
to reporters outside the cabinet lekgotla in Pretoria yesterday.
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Saving jobs and growth focus of lekgotla
Baldwin Ndaba and
Luyolo Mkentane
ISSUES pertaining to economic growth and saving
thousands of jobs in the volatile poultry sector are set to
form part of discussions at
the cabinet meeting a that got
under way yesterday .
Minister in the Presidency
for Planning, Monitoring and
Evaluation Jeff Radebe said

President Jacob Zuma had convened the lekgotla to review
the government’s mediumterm strategy.
This follows the ANC national executive committee lekgotla held in Irene, Centurion,
last week.
Radebe said the deliberations and conclusions of the
party’s meeting would play a
very critical role in the decisions of the cabinet lekgotla

held at the Sefako Makgatho
Presidential Guesthouse in
Pretoria.
“The information that came
out of the ANC lekgotla is part
of the agenda today,” he told
journalists on the sidelines of
the lekgotla.
The party had also discussed strategies that would
drive the radical transformation of the economy, among
other issues.

Radebe said there would be
a presentation of the mediumterm strategic planning.
“It’s going to be followed
by progress on the Nine Point
Plan, the Infrastructure Development Plan, as well as the
National Intelligence Estimates,” said Radebe, who has
been touted as among possible
candidates to succeed Zuma
when he steps down as ANC
leader in December.

Dancing Pencils promote
writing – and maths
Kerushun Pillay
CULTIVATING creative
writing in kids can equip
them with the skills to tackle
“mind-boggling” subjects like
mathematics.
That’s according to
mentors from Durban-based
literary development NGO
Dancing Pencils, who held
a press briefing at their
headquarters in Queensburgh
before their writing marathon
at the BAT Centre next
Saturday.
Veena Gangaram, a
Dancing Pencils mentor who
was a teacher for more than
30 years, said she had used
principles she picked up while
mentoring to teach maths.

She said she tried to get
pupils to use visualisation
techniques when learning
geometry just as they are used
for writing.
“When you start
introducing threedimensional objects, you can’t
teach it to them if you can’t
show them what it is. But
unfortunately in a geometry
(exam) paper, there’s no 3D
objects… so the child use
visualisation. He pictures it in
his head and figures it out.”
She added that being
versed in writing skills
can dramatically improve
comprehension skills, which
improves performance in
other subjects.
“It helps with subjects like

Felicity Keats, founder of Dancing Pencils, holds up her book
at the organisation’s headquarters in Queensburgh yesterday.
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natural science, technology
and social science. It builds
their confidence to be able to
read and understand, then
start to learn and remember.”
Key to Dancing Pencils’
philosophy is unlocking the
creative thinking process.
Mentors do this by allowing

the writer to let loose and
write, while not being critical
of mistakes or poor grammar.
Its founder, Felicity Keats,
said children as young as 7 had
been published, among 2 000
Dancing Pencils titles. Writing
clubs are held for adults and
children.

A NEW study headed by Wits
University geologist, Professor
Lewis Ashwal, has confirmed
the existence of a “lost continent” under Mauritius.
“We are studying the breakup process of the continents,
in order to understand the geological history of the planet,”
said Ashwal, who is the lead
author on the paper.
He explained that this “lost
continent” was left over from
the break-up of the supercontinent, which started about
200 million years ago.
Gondwanaland existed
more than 200 million years
ago and contained rocks as old
as 3.6 billion years old, before
it split into what are now the
continents of Africa, South
America, Antarctica, India
and Australia.
“The piece of crust under
Mauritius, which was subsequently covered by young lava
during volcanic eruptions on
the island, seems to be a tiny
piece of ancient continent,
which broke off from Madagascar, when Africa, India,
Australia and Antarctica split
up,” he said.
The discovery was made
through studying the mineral,
zircon, which is found in rocks
spewed up by lava during volcanic eruptions.
Ashwal and his colleagues
found that the remnants of
this mineral were far too old to
belong on Mauritius.
“Earth is made up of two
parts, continents, which are
old, and oceans, which are
‘young’. On the continents
you find rocks that are over 4
billion years old, but you find
nothing like that in the oceans,
as this is where new rocks are
formed,” said Ashwal.
“Mauritius is an island, and
there is no rock older than 9
million years old on the island.
However, by studying the rocks
on the island, we have found
zircons that are as old as 3 billion years,” he said.
That the geologists have
found zircons of this age
proves there are much older
crustal materials under Mauritius that could only have originated from a continent.
Ashwal proposed that there
may be many more pieces of
various sizes of “undiscovered
continent”, collectively called
“Mauritia”, across the Indian
Ocean, left over by the breakup of Gondwanaland.
The study was published in
the journal, Nature Communications.

AU calls for mass withdrawal from ICC
THE AU has called for a mass withdrawal of member states from the
International Criminal Court (ICC), it
was reported yesterday.
Senegal and Nigeria have opposed
the non-binding resolution that calls
for the withdrawal.
South Africa and Burundi have
already decided to withdraw, accusing the ICC of undermining their
sovereignty and unfairly targeting
Africans. However, the ICC says it is
merely pursuing justice for all those

Africans who have been targets of
war crimes on the continent.
The decision to withdraw by the
AU followed heated debates at the AU
summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
which concluded on Tuesday.
Sudanese President Omar Al
Bashir, who is wanted by the court
on charges of genocide in Darfur, attended the summit.
A total of 34 African states are signatories to the Rome Statute, which
set up the ICC. – ANA

FOR THE RECORD

In a story published on February 1 with the headline ‘Suspended Judge could face
jail for hate speech’, it was suggested that Judge Mabel Jansen could potentially be
criminally prosecuted under the proposed Hate Crimes Bill for her controversial
comments. This is incorrect. Jansen cannot be criminally charged as the new
proposed Hate Crimes Bill is not retrospective. The Mercury apologises for the
error.
● The Mercury welcomes comments and suggestions, or complaints about
errors that warrant correction. These can be e-mailed to mercnews@inl.co.za

JOBS AND SKILLS
Over the past two years, South Africa has experienced
extreme weather fluctuations including drought and floods,
as a result of climate change. These events have negatively
impacted public safety, fresh water supply, biodiversity and
the livelihoods of our people.
On 02 February each year, South Africa joins fellow
signatories of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance.
This year’s theme: “Wetlands: a natural safeguard against
disasters” is of particular relevance to South Africa, given the
recent events.

The annual celebration aims to, amongst others, raise
awareness on the benefits of wetlands as a natural resource in
communities.
Inland, wetlands act as a natural sponge, absorbing and storing
excess rainfall and reducing flooding. During the dry season,
they release the stored water, delaying the onset of droughts
and reducing water shortages.
Wetlands can also speed up the recovery and help to “build
back better” after a disaster, acting as natural water filters and
nutrient restorers. Maintaining healthy wetlands and restoring
degraded ones means that a community can deal with a
disaster even better in future.
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WORKING FOR WETLANDS is Working for our people
Since 2002, Working for Wetlands has invested R725 million in the rehabilitation of 1, 011
wetlands countrywide. This has improved or secured the health of more than 80,000
hectares of wetland area.
In the process, the Programme has provided 17,575 employment opportunities, with 2.3
million person days worked to date.
In line with the emphasis of the EPWP on training, Working for Wetlands has also provided
180, 753 days of training in both vocational and life skills.
Teams that form part of the Programme are made up of a minimum of 60% women, 20%
youth and 2% people with disabilities.
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